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A confederate !ag was left hang-
ing from a tree on the property of a 
Nashville company that publishes 
Sunday School materials for the 
nation’s Black churches, includ-
ing many congregations in Dallas/
Fort Worth and across the South.

Neighbors discovered the 
homemade !ag – made from a 
square cardboard box and color-

ed on all sides with red, white and 
blue paper-mâché to look like a 
Confederate !ag with brown rope 
tied around it and hanging from a 
tree at R.H. Boyd Publishing Com-
pany in Nashville late Wednesday.

R.H. Boyd, since 1896, has 
published Sunday School books, 
church hymnals, Vacation Bible 
School marketing materials and 
study guides for the nation’s 8.5 
million African American Baptists. 
Boyd Publishing is one of two in-

dependently Black-owned pub-
lishing companies that produces 

"e weight of legacy can crush. 
But that weight also can inspire.

I was just thinking of 12-year-
old Yolanda Renee King, only 

grandchild of the monumental 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Already the child is under the 
microscope and it’s a bit overbear-
ing to speculate about the weight 
she faces in the future.

"e youth, Yolanda Renee King, 
bears the name of her late aunt, 
Yolanda Denise King – the eldest 
of Dr. King Jr. and Coretta Scott 

King’s four children. "e elder 
Yolanda was an actress, motiva-

tional speaker, and theater pro-
ducer. Relatives said she appeared 
to be in good health but died sud-
denly, reportedly of a heart ail-
ment, in 2007 at age 51.

"e younger Yolanda already is 
drawing much media coverage, 
usually appearing at public events 
with her dad, Martin Luther King 

Sen John Cornyn discussed his 
position on issues while visiting with 
several African Americans in Dallas on 
Labor Day, at the invitation of former 
Dallas ISD board trustee Ron Price and 
Elite News publisher Darryl Blair.

School choice, prison reform and 
economic opportunities were upper-
most on his mind as he spent at least 
an hour answering questions. 

While he fielded many questions on 
helping the formerly incarcerated, the senator 
stressed the importance of eco-nomic growth 
and development and he didn’t flinch when 
told he needed to have Black people working 
in his office and also when questioned about 

social unrest across the controversy.
Citing George Floyd, who was killed by po-

lice officers in Minneapolis, MN. Sen. Cornyn 
said the “original sin of the United States was 
to claim to treat  everyone as equal but to treat 
Black people as less than equal and we’ve 

been paying a terrible price for 
that…we are still paying the price.”

He also said there was no jus-
tification for the looting and van-
dalism that has occurred in several 
cities.

State Rep. candidate Will Doug-
las was in attendance and received 
the senator’s endorsement. 

Abilene (Tex) Mayor Anthony 
Williams, who is doing well af-ter 

battling COVID-19, spoke during the gathering 
and shared information about the Senator’s 
contributions to the growth of Abilene.

Senator Cornyn was accompanied by his 
wife, Sandy.
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RACIST ACT
Birthdays are special times, for 

many. "en there are those who 
are celebrating alone because of 
COVID-19.

During these times when so-
cial distancing should be prac-
ticed, some are paying heed; 
while others are doing their own 
thing like they don’t have a care 
in the world.

"anks to the video conferenc-
ing platform, ZOOM, birthdays 
and special occasions are being 
shared around the world.

Last week, I thought about my 
mother as I attended two ZOOM 
birthday calls. 

It was especially endearing to 
hear special stories about Mrs. 
Jean Mackey, who turned 90, and 
Dr. Froswa Booker-Drew, who hit 
the 50 mark.

My mother’s date of birth is 
September 10 and I would really 
love to be able to look into her 
eyes, hear her laughter and share 
precious memories. 

On those ZOOM calls, there 
was a lot of laughter, nice stories 
and some tears.  "ere was danc-
ing, singing and praying. 

Which brings me to my truth.
"ese are some challenging 

times. 
As I listened to folks sharing 

their love for the women of the 
hour, it was heartwarming to 
hear their expressions. 

In recalling other birthday par-
ties I’ve attended over the years; 
the ones I have been attending 
lately have been more emotion-
al and for some reason, it could 
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Nashville  latest city to witness what some are calling intimidation tactics
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Texas Metro News

 

Presidents of two leading his-
torically Black colleges in Louisi-
ana have begun participating in 

COVID-19 vac-
cine trials - and 
are encouraging 
their students, 
faculty and 
alumni to join 
them.

Xavier Uni-
versity of Louisi-
ana’s president, 

C. Reynold Verret, and Dillard Uni-
versity President Walter M. Kim-
brough, recently became partici-
pants in a Phase 3 trial of the new 
COVID-19 vaccine, BNT162b2. 

Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough Dr. C. Reynold Verret
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Mari Forbest - student, Xavier UniversityTraelon Rodgers - Dillard student body president Dr. Michael Sorrell - president Paul Quinn College

!e two administrators are taking 
injections and reporting and mon-
itoring side e"ects as part of the 
research investigation.

“We are thinking about our 
children, our wives, our friends 
because all of us know somebody 
who died already,” Verret said in 
an interview with Texas Metro 
News on Friday.

Earlier this week, on Sept. 2, the 
two presidents issued a joint letter 
to students, parents, faculty and 
alumni announcing their partic-
ipation in the vaccine trial study 
and encouraging their university’s 
communities to consider engaging 
with COVID-19 investigational tri-
als.

“Our communities have been hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with harrowing consequences for 
the lives and health of our fellow 
citizens,” the administrators wrote 
in the letter. “Overcoming the vi-
rus will require the availability of 
vaccines e"ective for all peoples 

in our communities, especially 
our Black and Brown neighbors. 
We appeal to the students, faculty, 
sta" and alumni of Dillard, Xavier, 
and our sibling institutions to con-
sider participating in this trial or 
others being conducted.”

Verret said neither Xavier, a Ro-
man Catholic university, nor Dil-
lard, which was founded by Afri-
can Methodist Episcopals, among 
others, would receive any #nancial 
bene#ts from their participation in 
the research trials.

!e open letter to the univer-
sity communities, posted on the 
Xavier and Dillard web sites, was, 
Verret said, “a reminder for people, 
not just Xavier students or faculty, 

but to everyone, that people in our 
communities participate in the 
trial in order to protect the whole 
community.”

Kimbrough could not be 
reached by phone Friday for com-
ments. However, he and Verret 
each signed the letter and it car-
ried both school’s logos. !e letter 
began arriving via email to faculty, 
students, alumni and parents Fri-
day morning.

Reaction to the college admin-
istrators’ decisions to participate 
in the vaccine study trials were 
mixed.

In Texas, one historically Black 
college administrator said he 
would not follow his peers’ lead.

Dr. Michael Sorrell, president 
of Paul Quinn College in Dallas, 
said though he respects the ad-
ministrators personal decisions, 
he would not encourage students, 
faculty or alumni at his campus to 
do the same.

“I applaud those guys for feeling 
comfortable enough to do it,” Sor-
rell said. “It’s not something that I 
feel comfortable enough to do on 
campus.”

“I respect those who are doing it, 
and I understand the importance 
of them doing it”, he continued. “I 
think, without question, once the 
vaccine is proven to be safe, that 
it’s something you have to do.”

Meanwhile, the Louisiana pres-

idents’ decision to publicly in-
vite students to participate in the 
COVID-19 clinical trials raised 
eyebrows on their own campuses 
- and o" campus among parents.

Marion Forbes, of Princeton, 
Tex., whose daughter is a sopho-
more at Xavier, learned of Verret’s  
decision through a phone call 
from a friend. Her stomach turned, 
she said, adding that she imme-
diately called her daughter Mari 
Forbes in New Orleans to see if she 
planned to participate in the trials. 
!e teenager’s answer? No.

“My daughter is only 19. !ey 
shouldn’t have brought it to the 
children before talking to the par-
ents,” said Forbes, whose daughter 
is studying #nance. “You might 
have some students who don’t tell 
their parents, and they might try 
it.”

Forbes worried that some Xavi-
er students might misunderstand 
the medical or other implications 
of research trials.

“I’m disappointed, I can’t be-
lieve they o"ered up our children 

continued on page 10
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like that,” she said. “Why would 
you sacri!ce our future to do a tri-
al?”

Xavier student, Jenessa Nelson, 
23, who is from San Francisco, and 
is majoring in public health, ques-
tioned the timing of the presidents’ 
invite to participate in the trials.

“As two Black institutions, there 
are more things going on in society 
that we could come together and 
!ght for, such as police brutality, 
Black Lives Matter, or helping out 
the hurricane victims,” she said.

Some students said they un-
derstand that African Americans 
need to participate in research 
trials to assist with the accuracy 
of the vaccine, but, they said, they 
did not agree with the method the 
university presidents used to invite 
participants to do so.

Traelon Rodgers, of Dallas, is 
president of Dillard University’s 
student body.

He said New Orleans residents 
living in the Gentilly community 
where Dillard is located, and the 
campus’ students and families 
disapproved of receiving an open 
letter and questioned whether 
it  “was this the most appropriate 
way to solicit volunteers to partic-
ipate.”

“I think they would have pre-
ferred the president would have 
spoken on their behalf as indi-
viduals, versus calling on all the 
alumni, committee members and 
students,” said Rodgers, 20, who is 
a junior majoring in urban studies 
and public policy.

Still, he said, he is considering 
participating in COVID-19 vaccine 
trials himself and planned to re-
search his options.

“"ey need participants from 
our community who are of African 
descent,” Rodgers said. “I believe 
in servant leadership, I wouldn’t 
tell anybody to go anywhere if I 

wouldn’t go myself. Somebody, 
somewhere, is counting on me. 
"ey are counting on Black people 
to stand up and step up.”

Ochsner is among two sites in 
Louisiana and 120 around the 
world researching a vaccine to pre-
vent the spread of  COVID-19. "e 
sites expect to enroll up to 30,000 
participants from New Orleans, 
across the state, nation and world.

Participants in the study will 
receive either the vaccine or a pla-
cebo, Ochsner o#cials have said. 
Neither patients nor investigators 
will know who is injected with 
which,

"e COVID-19 research being 
conducted at Ochsner is spon-
sored by P!zer Incorporated and 
German pharmaceutical company 
BioNTech.

Dennis E. Daniels, an epidemi-
ologist and director of the Texas 
Undergraduate Medical Academy 
at historically Black Prairie View 
A&M University in Prairie View, 
Tex., said participants in clinical 
trials must re$ect racial diversity. 
"at includes African Americans 
and other people of color.

“You want to get a good rep-
resentation of the population that 
will be receiving the vaccine,” he 
said.  “It will allow you to be more 
con!dent in your safety and e#ca-
cy of the vaccine.”

Kaitlyn Cayette, who earned 
a doctor of pharmacy degree in 
May at Xavier, hopes more African 
Americans will participate in clin-
ical trials in general, including in 
COVID-19 research studies.

 “When we look at a lot of stud-
ies for drugs as it is, the majority of 
the population is white males,” she 
said. “So you don’t know how it’s 
going to a%ect other people that 
you never tested. "ey need peo-
ple of color.”

Still, she understands the reluc-
tance among some African Ameri-
cans to participate in such studies, 
given the history in the United 
States of medical experiments, 
such as the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice Syphilis Study at Tuskegee. 

In that study, medical researchers 
partnered with historically black 
Tuskegee Institute to recruit Black 
male patients with syphilis, told 
them they would receive treat-
ment, then later failed to give them 
antibiotics medically proven to 
heal the condition.

“Some people probably are 
thinking, ‘Oh they’re just trying 
to use us as guinea pigs,’” said Dr. 
Cayette, who is African American.

"eir concerns are not un-
founded.

"e Tuskegee Syphilis study be-
gan in 1932 with 600 Black men 
and continued for more than 40 

years, before a newspaper report-
ed signi!cant ethical issues with 
the study. In 1974, the U.S. govern-
ment settled a lawsuit in the case, 
paying $10 million and providing 
other medical bene!ts to partic-
ipants who still were living and 
their descendants.

"e presidents said they were 
aware of the hurtful history of US-
backed research trials.

“As presidents of HBCUs, we do 
recall unethical examples of med-
ical research. We remember the 
Tuskegee Syphilis Study, which 
misused and caused harm to Afri-
can Americans and other people of 
color, undermining trust in health 
providers and caretakers,” Verret 
and Kimbrough said in their joint 
statement. “Today, there are many 
regulations in place to assure the 
ethical execution of medical stud-

ies, including oversight by Human 
Subjects Committees with diverse 
membership and participation of 
clinicians of color.”

Given the country’s uncomfort-
able past between medical trials 
and African Americans, Mariah 
Tate, a Xavier alumna who now 
attends Howard University Med-
ical School in Washington, D.C., 
doesn’t think many college stu-
dents will sign up for the COV-
ID-trial.

“Students will be hesitant about 
receiving vaccines,” she said. “We 
have this history of mistrust es-
pecially as Black Americans with 
medicine.”

Tate also said the presidents’ let-
ter needed more details on the pa-
rameters of the trial in which they 
were participating.

Dennis E. Daniels, who also is 
African American, said he is con-
cerned that the COVID-19 vac-
cines in the United States are being 
brought to trial stages too quickly 
to be safe for humans.

“My concern, like most people, 
is that instead of being the fastest, 
that the focus continues to be on a 
vaccine that is safe, e#cacious and 
e%ective,” said Dr. Dennis, who 
holds a doctoral degree in Public 
Health.

“If you get a vaccine, and it 
works, for how long? Is this some-
thing that will be an annual inocu-
lation,” he asked, rhetorically. “Or 
is this something that will allow an 
individual to build up antibodies 
and will be e%ective for a longer 
period of time?”

Both Xavier and Dillard presi-
dents said they had received full 
disclosure of any risks associated 
with the vaccine trials.

“Upon our enrollment, we were 
fully informed, and any possible 
risks that would exclude us from 
the study were disclosed,” they 
said in their letter.

Both presidents said they are 
not sick.

Neither is requiring Xavier and 
Dillard students, faculty, alumni 
and campus community members 

to participate in the COVID-19 
trials, Verret said. "ey’re asking 
them to do so.

“I am not telling students they 
have to do this. Consider it,” Verret 
said. “Some people have to step 
up. But everyone has a choice of 
whether they roll up their sleeves 
or not. It’s up to you. No one 
should pressure you.”

Still, some African Americans 
question whether the college ad-
ministrators provided su#cient 
information, in their single-page 
letter, for students to make in-
formed decisions regarding par-
ticipation in the COVID-19 trials.

"erefore, they said, the univer-
sity presidents’ appeals may fall on 
deaf ears.

“When they are presenting this 
to African Americans subjects, 
they need to give us the education 
on what point of the study they are 
in, if they have begun this trial with 
other populations, the side e%ects 
and what company this vaccine is 
coming from,” said Tate.

Meanwhile, on campus in New 
Orleans, Mari Forbes said her cir-
cle of friends wouldn’t participate 
in the COVID-19  trial, despite her 
president’s appeal.

“"e Xavier community, as a 
student body, we all know the 
past. Xavier is known for its medi-
cal degrees and pharmacy, so peo-
ple aren’t going to go blindly into 
something,” she said, questioning 
why students and faculty at the 
city’s largest two historically Black 
colleges were being asked to par-
ticipate while those on predomi-
nantly and historically white cam-
puses across town in New Orleans 
have not.

At least, not publicly.
“For us to be the two big HBCUs 

in the city and then not to know if 
Tulane or Loyola have gotten that 
opportunity as well,” she said. “It’s 
throwing us into the wolves and 
not the white population into the 
wolves.”

Texas Metro News editor Valerie 
Fields Hill contributed to this re-
port.
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