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A confederate !ag was left hang-
ing from a tree on the property of a 
Nashville company that publishes 
Sunday School materials for the 
nation’s Black churches, includ-
ing many congregations in Dallas/
Fort Worth and across the South.

Neighbors discovered the 
homemade !ag – made from a 
square cardboard box and color-

ed on all sides with red, white and 
blue paper-mâché to look like a 
Confederate !ag with brown rope 
tied around it and hanging from a 
tree at R.H. Boyd Publishing Com-
pany in Nashville late Wednesday.

R.H. Boyd, since 1896, has 
published Sunday School books, 
church hymnals, Vacation Bible 
School marketing materials and 
study guides for the nation’s 8.5 
million African American Baptists. 
Boyd Publishing is one of two in-

dependently Black-owned pub-
lishing companies that produces 

"e weight of legacy can crush. 
But that weight also can inspire.

I was just thinking of 12-year-
old Yolanda Renee King, only 

grandchild of the monumental 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Already the child is under the 
microscope and it’s a bit overbear-
ing to speculate about the weight 
she faces in the future.

"e youth, Yolanda Renee King, 
bears the name of her late aunt, 
Yolanda Denise King – the eldest 
of Dr. King Jr. and Coretta Scott 

King’s four children. "e elder 
Yolanda was an actress, motiva-

tional speaker, and theater pro-
ducer. Relatives said she appeared 
to be in good health but died sud-
denly, reportedly of a heart ail-
ment, in 2007 at age 51.

"e younger Yolanda already is 
drawing much media coverage, 
usually appearing at public events 
with her dad, Martin Luther King 

Sen John Cornyn discussed his 
position on issues while visiting with 
several African Americans in Dallas on 
Labor Day, at the invitation of former 
Dallas ISD board trustee Ron Price and 
Elite News publisher Darryl Blair.

School choice, prison reform and 
economic opportunities were upper-
most on his mind as he spent at least 
an hour answering questions. 

While he fielded many questions on 
helping the formerly incarcerated, the senator 
stressed the importance of eco-nomic growth 
and development and he didn’t flinch when 
told he needed to have Black people working 
in his office and also when questioned about 

social unrest across the controversy.
Citing George Floyd, who was killed by po-

lice officers in Minneapolis, MN. Sen. Cornyn 
said the “original sin of the United States was 
to claim to treat  everyone as equal but to treat 
Black people as less than equal and we’ve 

been paying a terrible price for 
that…we are still paying the price.”

He also said there was no jus-
tification for the looting and van-
dalism that has occurred in several 
cities.

State Rep. candidate Will Doug-
las was in attendance and received 
the senator’s endorsement. 

Abilene (Tex) Mayor Anthony 
Williams, who is doing well af-ter 

battling COVID-19, spoke during the gathering 
and shared information about the Senator’s 
contributions to the growth of Abilene.

Senator Cornyn was accompanied by his 
wife, Sandy.
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RACIST ACT
Birthdays are special times, for 

many. "en there are those who 
are celebrating alone because of 
COVID-19.

During these times when so-
cial distancing should be prac-
ticed, some are paying heed; 
while others are doing their own 
thing like they don’t have a care 
in the world.

"anks to the video conferenc-
ing platform, ZOOM, birthdays 
and special occasions are being 
shared around the world.

Last week, I thought about my 
mother as I attended two ZOOM 
birthday calls. 

It was especially endearing to 
hear special stories about Mrs. 
Jean Mackey, who turned 90, and 
Dr. Froswa Booker-Drew, who hit 
the 50 mark.

My mother’s date of birth is 
September 10 and I would really 
love to be able to look into her 
eyes, hear her laughter and share 
precious memories. 

On those ZOOM calls, there 
was a lot of laughter, nice stories 
and some tears.  "ere was danc-
ing, singing and praying. 

Which brings me to my truth.
"ese are some challenging 

times. 
As I listened to folks sharing 

their love for the women of the 
hour, it was heartwarming to 
hear their expressions. 

In recalling other birthday par-
ties I’ve attended over the years; 
the ones I have been attending 
lately have been more emotion-
al and for some reason, it could 
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Nashville  latest city to witness what some are calling intimidation tactics

By ALLANA J. BAREFIELD and ASHLEY MOSS
Texas Metro News

 

Presidents of two leading his-
torically Black colleges in Louisi-
ana have begun participating in 

COVID-19 vac-
cine trials - and 
are encouraging 
their students, 
faculty and 
alumni to join 
them.

Xavier Uni-
versity of Louisi-
ana’s president, 

C. Reynold Verret, and Dillard Uni-
versity President Walter M. Kim-
brough, recently became partici-
pants in a Phase 3 trial of the new 
COVID-19 vaccine, BNT162b2. 

Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough Dr. C. Reynold Verret

Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Elementary School opens   
page 12



Do you know this man?

HE IS A SERIAL RAPIST
He targeted members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 

Inc. but this is more than about a sorority. We’re talking 
about a community.

Come on PEOPLE!  Don’t you CARE?
Will it matter when it is your sister, mother, aunt or 

grandmother or maybe YOU? 

Crimestoppers
877-373-8477
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Nena!s Finds Boutique
A Uniquely Stylish, Fashionable Boutique for women of all Sizes!  

Ranging from Pretti and Petite to Pretti and Plus!
Nena likes to be a bit edgy, blingy ... 

But  she keeps it Chic with Sophisticated Style!
Nena’s Finds is your one stop shop

 for an Eccentric flare!

214.623.7314
nenafinds17@gmail.com

Schedule your Sip n Shop, Trunk Show, 
Girls Nite Out or Wardrobe Revamp with Nena’s Finds today!

3309
S Malcolm

X Blvd              
Dallas,

TX 75215

(469) 899-7927

Hall’s Honey 
Fried Chicken  

 
(214) 371- 3020

4845 S Lancaster Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75216

the oldest, continuously oper-
ating, minority-owned bank in 
the United States.

Ms. Boyd, who is just the or-
ganization’s !fth President and 
CEO, sprang into action and 
immediately called the police, 
also getting the word out on so-
cial media.

At the federal level, hate 
crimes are de!ned as crimes 
committed on the basis of the 
victim’s perceived or actual 
race, color, religion, national or-
igin, sexual orientation, gender, 
gender identity, or disability. 
In most states hate crime laws 
include crimes committed on 
the basis of race, color, and reli-
gion; many also include crimes 
committed on the basis of sex-
ual orientation, gender, gender 
identity, and disability.

Experts with the U.S. De-
partment of Justice estimated 
that an average of 250,000 hate 
crimes were committed each 
year between 2004 and 2015 in 
the United States. "e Depart-
ment reports incidents each 
week on its website but says the 
majority of cases are not report-
ed to law enforcement.

“I do not play about my fam-
ily’s businesses, our heritage , 
our safety, the safety of our sta# 
and the entire team, certainly 
the safety of the community,” 
Boyd said. “We are hopeful 
that these perpetrators will be 
caught and we want to make 
sure that they get the due pen-
alty for all of these crimes that 
they committed and we will 
certainly be on the lookout for 
any other things that may pop 
up.”

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Crime Stop-
pers at 615-742-7463.

continued
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