
June 28, 2020 was certainly 
a historically signifi cant date 
for Mississippi and its African 
American population.  As a 
matter of fact, it has histori-
cal signifi cance for the entire 
country.  Many of us highly 
applaud the fact that, on that 
date, the state legislature voted 
to get rid of the state fl ag that 
bore the Confederate battle 
emblem.  June 30, 2020 is sig-
nifi cant also because that is the 
day that Governor Tate Reeves 
signed the bill into law.

To the surprise of many, 
swift action was taken to even 
get to the vote.  It had required 
a two-thirds majority in each 
house to suspend the rules and 
enable the bill to be brought 
forward for a fl oor vote.  It 
was a further surprise to see 
such an overwhelming vote in 
favor of ditching the old fl ag.  
In the House of Representa-
tives, the vote was 91 to 23 
and in the Senate, it was 37 to 
14.  These margins were large 
enough so that they could 
override a veto if the governor 

changed his mind about sign-
ing the bill.  They also showed 
that the measure had broad 
Republican support and broad 
white support, compared to the 
fact that, twenty years ago, it 
was mostly a Democratic and 
black issue.

The radical shift in the case 
of the fl ag vote refl ects the fact 
that the country, and to some 
extent the state, has undergone 
an earth-shaking set of events 
within the last month.  The 
murder of George Floyd in 
the immediate aftermath of 
the murder of Ahmaud Arbery 
and Breonna Taylor set-off a 
continuing string of protests 
around the country and the 
world, demanding an end to 
the police brutality and broad-
scale racism that disregards 
black lives and in general, 
oppresses black people.   

The protesters in the streets, 
especially amidst the unsettled 
conditions of COVID-19, had 
a major impact on a number of 
things.  We saw the changing 
of racist caricatures such as 
Aunt Jemima and Uncle Ben; 

The law passed by the Mis-
sissippi legislature on Sunday, 
June 29, 2020, to remove 
and replace the current state 
fl ag was not the fi rst time the 
Confederate banner had been 
offi cially banished from state 
offi ces. 

During the Civil War, it hap-
pened in July 1863, two years 
after the deadly confl ict began.

President Lincoln and his 
most trusted advisors viewed 
control of the Mississippi as 
their number one objective.

“See what a lot of land 

these fellows hold, of which 
Vicksburg is the key,” Lincoln 
had said. “The war can never 
be brought to a close until that 
key is in our pocket.”

Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis, a native of 
Vicksburg, was determined to 
wage an all-out war to main-
tain control of all the territory 
between the Mississippi River 
and the Appalachian Moun-
tains as well as all Confeder-
ate lands to the east and south 
of the Potomac.

Generals Grant and Sher-
man on the Union side and 
Generals Joseph E. Johnston 
and John C. Pemberton as 

Confederates would become 
the chief opposing pairs in 
this struggle over which fl ag 
would fl y over Mississippi.

After its secession on 
January 9, 1861 Mississippi 
chose a banner known as the 
Magnolia Flag as its state fl ag. 
The Confederate forces in the 
state, however, fought under 
the banner raised by the Army 
of Tennessee, which later 
became known as the Confed-
erate Army of the West, under 
the command of General Jo-
seph E. Johnston. And this fl ag 
bore a close resemblance to 
the one adopted by the Army 
of Northern Virginia, under 

Robert E. Lee’s command, 
the most recognizable of all 
the Confederate battle fl ags. 
While both bore the same 
symbol of the crossed bars 
with 13 stars, the Tennessee 
fl ag was larger and rectangu-
lar versus the square-shaped 
fl ag of the Army of Northern 
Virginia.

MEN AT WAR
The Union forces were 

consistently repelled by the 
Confederate regiments in 
every attempt they made to 
defeat the Confederate army 
under Pemberton’s orders in 
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Siege and Surrender at Vicksburg (May 18, 1863-July 4, 
1863). Painting depicting General Grant, lower right cor-
ner, as his Union soldiers mount siege that forced the sur-
render of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Note the Confederate 
States of America fl ag high on the hill that was destined to 
be removed. (Source: Library of Congress) See History on 9A
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July 4, 1863: The first time Mississippi gave up the Confederate flag
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HISTORY 
IS MADE!

What does the 
changing of 

the state flag 
really mean?

Judge Reuben V. Anderson, President of the Board of Directors for the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History (MDAH), and Two Mississippi Museums Director Pam Junior retired the Mississippi state fl ag on July 1, 
2020. Also pictured are Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann; Katie Blount, Director for MDAH; and Speaker of the 
House Philip Gunn. (Photo by Jay D. Johnson)

Governor Tate Reeves signed House Bill 1796 that retired the state fl ag on June 30, 2020. Judge Anderson; Sena-
tor Angela Turner Ford, Chair of the MS Legislative Black Caucus; and Transportation Commissioner/former Senator 
Willie Simmons joined the signing. Reena Evers-Everette, daughter of Medgar Evers, witnessed the historic signing. 
Mississippians look on as the fl ag is lowered at the state capitol.  (Photos by Rogelio V. Solis-Pool/Getty Images and Jay D. Johnson)



  On June 22, 2020, Ms. Amy 
Hill Wallace passed from this life.  
Services were held Saturday, the 
27th.  She is gone but is not likely 
to be forgotten anytime soon by 
those who were fortunate enough 
to have met her.  She was kind, 
gentle, and soft-spoken; she was 
unforgettably gifted. 

Born to Ms. Rosie M. Lee and 
Mr. Amos Hill on June 9, 1956, 
the fourth of eight children, Mae 
Etta, Dora Mae, Ruthie Mae, 
Ammie “Amy” Mae, Ruby, Annie, 
Johnnie, and Betty, she was raised 
in Raymond by her parents and 
grandparents.  The life of this 
close-knit family revolved around 
their home, church, and school.  
The family’s church was Chapel 
Hill Baptist Church.  Most of the 
family is still active there.  They 
attended Hinds County Public 
Schools.
                                                                           

SUPERB SINGER
Early in life, despite having to 

overcome polio, her giftedness 
began shining through.  One of 
those gifts was music.  She had 
come from a musical family that 
spanned several generations.  Just 
as they were musically-inclined, 
she developed that gift.  She 
became so accomplished that 
she was selected as a member of 
the famed Utica College Choir 
under Dr. Bobby Cooper.  Not 
just an average singer, she was 
one of the featured soloists and 
earned a scholarship to sing with 
the Tougaloo College Choir upon 
graduation.  Likewise, one of the 
local professional band directors 
tried to coax her into singing with 
his band.  She declined that offer 
and the transfer to Tougaloo did 
not materialize because she chose 
to begin a family.  She married 
Robert Wallace, II and with him 

raised three children – Kimyatta, 
Robert, III and Mellani.  The 
children, in turn, developed great 
musical ability.  As Robert III 
says, they grew up in a house full 
of music and were always singing.  
He went on to earn a music schol-
arship to Jackson State University.  
Meanwhile, Amy continued to 
sing in the church choir and in 
Dr. Cooper’s alumni choir group, 
standing out and being appreciated 
whenever and wherever she sang.  
Being a superb singer then was 
defi nitely one of the ways in which 
she was gifted. 
                                                                            

MASTER TEACHER
In addition to music, she was 

gifted in education.  She always 
achieved in school and junior 
college.  After Utica, however, she 
blossomed even more.  She was 
highly praised and successful as 
a teacher at the Black and Proud 
School organized by Mr. Howard 
Spencer.  Because of that experi-
ence and teaching her nieces and 
nephews as she baby-sat them, her 
love for teaching mushroomed.  
She applied for and was hired as 
a teaching assistant with Clinton 
Public Schools, Hinds County 
Schools, and Jackson Public 
Schools.    Perhaps even more im-
pressive, after years away from the 
college classroom, she decided to 
enroll in Jackson State University 
and pursue a Bachelor’s degree 
in Education.  Consequently, for 
several years, she attended classes 
while caring for an ailing husband 
and three children, and teaching 
full-time in the Jackson Public 
School system.  She completed 
the bachelor’s program in fl ying 
colors in 2006, and then encour-
aged others in her family to do the 
same.   Two of her children, nu-
merous nieces and nephews, and 
others whom she encouraged, took 
the advice and graduated from 

Jackson State University.  The 
many successful students that she 
taught are a testimony to her gift 
as a teacher.  They constantly sing 
her praises as their teacher.  She 
was particularly good at assisting 
and building the self-esteem of 
those students who were behind 
or looked down upon by other 
students and teachers.  Although 
her title was Assistant Teacher, 
because of her success and natural 
giftedness as a teacher, she can 
rightly be labelled a Master 
Teacher. 
                                                                    

CAREGIVER PAR 
EXCELLENCE

Thirdly, she was gifted as a 
caregiver.  This is one of the areas 
often overlooked when people 
think of giftedness.  Nonetheless, 
it does require a special gift to 
be successful at it.  Amy spent 
hours and hours over the years 
lovingly caring for her mother-
in-law, husband, and grandfather, 
until they passed away.  She spent 
numerous hours doing the same 
for her mother, eventhough she 
was not the appointed caregiver.  
Her son is eternally grateful 
that she spent everyday with 
him while he battled cancer as a 
teenager, essentially caring him 
to recovery.  She meticulously 
cared for her children as they 
were growing up.  The same thing 
happened when it came to her 

granddaughter Jennifer, who she 
helped raise from birth.  She was 
a caregiver “par excellence”.  As 
the children talk about the things 
they learned and what she meant, 
one is just reminded of the scrip-
ture that says, “her children shall 
rise and call her blessed.”  In her 
case, it is also true of the children 
of other relatives, who give her 
much credit for their success in 
medicine, music, education, and 
other endeavors. 
                                                                        

OUTSTANDING 
PERSONALITY

Amy Hill Wallace was a genu-
inely good person, for whom the 
adjectives kind, generous, loyal, 
fun-loving, and many others aptly 
apply.  She is the kind of person 
that virtually everybody cherishes 
or wishes they always had around 
them.  

All who know her realize that 
she loved and was loyal to Hinds 
Agricultural High School, Utica 
Junior College, and Jackson 
State University, as well as her 
classmates from those institutions.  
She loved her church, faithfully 
attending and serving as one of the 
youngest on the Mother Board of 
the church.  This was in addition 
to attending Sunday School and 
singing in the choir.  She loved 
and would give last for her fam-
ily – children and grands, and her 
siblings and their families.  She 
was really a loyal individual use 
to serving when and wherever 
needed.  With her passing, all have 
lost a person who was gifted above 
the ordinary and who would do 
whatever she could to be helpful 
to others.  

At the same time, because she 
was such an gentle, open-hearted 
and soft-spoken person, she was 
sometimes overlooked.  People who 
were pushy and self-promoting 
often occupied the spotlight, while 

she went unsung.  All who really 
knew her, know the truth of that 
statement.  Amy was quite an 
unselfi sh individual; was quite an 
unsung but gifted person.
                                                                                       

FAREWELL
With her passing, she leaves 

behind to mourn the loss of her 
physical presence, to cherish her 

memory, and to carry on her leg-
acy in music, education and care-
giving, her mother, three children, 
six grandchildren, six sisters, one 
brother, and a host of other rela-
tives, friends, and acquaintances.                                                                                                      
For certain, if we remember and 
celebrate her giftedness and her 
loving spirit, it will be impossible 
for her to remain unsung.                                                

During a dozen trips 
to Europe, JA pub-
lisher emeritus Alice 
and I visited most larger 
metropolitan areas and 
many smaller towns. We 
stood on the Eiffel Tower 
in Paris. We visited the 
Nobel Peace Museum 
in Oslo. We watched 
bullfi ghts in Madrid. We 
strolled along the wa-
terfront in Amsterdam 
and London and broad 
avenues in Vienna and 
Helsinki. We touched the 
wall in Berlin and Belfast. 
We ate breakfast in the 
Swiss Alps and dinner in 
Brussels. We lit candles in 
churches in our parents’ 
memories in Rome and 
Toledo, Spain.

Each time we toured 
Europe, we said the single 
most valuable piece of 
paper on the planet is the 
USA passport because not 

once was a visa required. 
At border crossing check-
points, after presenting 
our USA passport, the 
customs agents always 
said something like 
“Welcome, enjoy your 
visit.”

On Tuesday, the 
European Union prohib-
ited USA residents from 
entering their nations be-
cause the COVID-19 dis-
ease caused by the SARS-
CoV-2 virus currently is 
raging out of control in the 
USA. I never imagined the 
USA passport would not 
be accepted for entry into 
most European nations.

Why is the USA cur-
rently failing to take those 
steps necessary to ensure 
the USA passport remains 
the single most valuable 
piece of paper on the 
planet?

Stay safe. Be well.

State/MetroState/Metro

the removal of Confederate 
statutes from public spaces; 
position statements against 
racism issued by the likes 
of the SEC and NFL; NAS-
CAR’s removal of Confeder-
ate symbols, including the 
fl ag; and then the changing of 
the Mississippi state fl ag.  For 
much of that, we need to say 
“thank you” to the protest-
ers, black, white, yellow, and 
brown; to express appreciation 
to them, young and elderly.  
Had it not been for the Black 
Lives Matter movement, the 
fl ag changing would perhaps 
been delayed for at least an-
other legislative session.

As one focuses more closely 
on the Mississippi fl ag-chang-
ing phenomenon, it is impor-
tant to realize that there was 
a build-up to the legislative 
action.  While the protests in 
the street were the catalyst na-
tionally, the leadership of the 
lieutenant governor and the 
house speaker; the positions 
taken by the SEC, NCAA, 
and athletic leaders from the 
public universities; and the 

statements from communica-
tions and business leaders 
pushed the matter to the point 
of no return.  The matter of 
changing the fl ag became an 
economic issue much more 
than a moral or even politi-
cal issue.  It is sad to have to 
say, but it is true that in an 
economy such as this, Missis-
sippi leaders feel that even if 
they can’t live by bread alone, 
bread is the most important 
reason for action.

What then does the chang-
ing of the fl ag really mean to 
everyday Mississippians, es-
pecially those who are black?  
Obviously, it means that by 
July 15th there will be a nine-
person commission named to 
design or accept a design for a 
new fl ag that does not contain 
the Confederate battle emblem 
on it, but that does have the 
words “In God we trust” on it; 
that  the commission will have 
been named by the governor, 
lieutenant governor, and the 
speaker of the house; and that 
the governor’s appointees will 
have come, one from the Mis-

sissippi Economic Council, 
one from the Department of 
Archives and History, and 
one from the Mississippi Arts 
Commission; that the commis-
sion will complete its task by 
mid-September; that the new 
design will be voted on by the 
people of the state on Novem-
ber 3rd; and that if the design 
receives a majority vote, the 
state legislature will vote to 
ratify it in January 2021. 

Although this says a lot, it is 
just the process for obtaining 
the new fl ag.  The question, 
therefore, is “how much of a 
milestone will the state have 
reached; how much of a change 
will one be able to see?”

In order to ascertain an 
answer, we can look at two 
things – attitudes and policy.  
In terms of policy, it can be 
asked, has there been any 
indication that the legislators 
and/or the governor is will-
ing to effectively advocate 
for Medicaid expansion?  
Are these same leaders 
ready and willing to push 
for equity for the public 

schools around the state so 
that schools in the Missis-
sippi delta, for an example, 
can begin to gain equal 
footing with those in places 
like Madison County, Ocean 
Springs, and other predomi-
nately white school dis-
tricts?  Are leaders ready and 
willing to effectively fi ght 
for the rightful advance-
ment of MVSU, JSU, and 
Alcorn?  Will these leaders 
do battle to affect meaning-
ful prison reform rather than 
the deplorable conditions 
that exist and the continued 
profi t-making by private cor-
porations?  Will they change 
the stances that they have 
frequently taken regarding 
police misconduct, abor-
tions, immigration, religious 
freedom, access to affordable 
healthcare, labor unions, and 
the full gamut of things that 
keep black Mississippians 
at a disadvantage.  For sure, 
the writer does not know the 
answers to the questions, but 
can hazard fairly accurate 
ones based upon history and 

what he sees and hears every 
day. 

He can also hazard such 
answers because of bold 
racist attitudes that continue 
to be displayed.  Just a few 
examples may suffi ce.  Earlier 
last month, Petal’s mayor Hal 
Marx made racist remarks 
about the death of George 
Floyd.  During that same 
period, Madison County 
Prosecutor Pamela Hancock 
made racist remarks about 
COVID-19 and the Black 
Lives Matter protesters. 
Since then, Lowndes County 
Board President Harry 
Sanders made racist remarks 
about black people in gen-
eral, a medical-professional 
at St. Dominic Hospital was 
fi red for racist remarks on 
her social media post, and 
Governor Tate Reeves was 
exposed after having posted 
supportive comments about 
two white St. Louis residents 
pointing guns at Black Lives 
Matter protesters.  It just 
goes on and on.  It is because 
of attitudes such as these 

that the position taken by 
opponents to the fl ag change 
was, “let the people decide”.  
They felt that the racist at-
titudes of the majority white 
population would cause them 
to again vote to keep the 
Confederate-infested fl ag. 

When one realizes that 
attitudes generate behavior, 
it is predictable to say that 
despite the recent vote on the 
fl ag, not much will change in 
the everyday life of the citi-
zens.  The leaders took care 
of an issue that had negative 
economic implications for 
them, but it is a different story 
when it comes to matters of 
the heart and how many truly 
feel when it comes to race/
ethnicity.  Racist attitudes are 
deeply embedded and crop-up 
whenever there are decisions 
to be made, individually and 
institutionally.

Thus, we can celebrate the 
changing of the state fl ag, but 
must be prepared for long, 
hard battles when it comes to 
everyday issues that have ra-
cial overtones or signifi cance.

Flag continuation from page 1A
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History continuation from page 1A

Vicksburg and Johnston’s orders in 
Jackson and the surrounding areas. 

Sherman was aware of and re-
spected the military skills of John-
ston, who early into the Civil War 
had been considered the top general 
of the Confederacy, rated as a better 
general than Robert E. Lee by some 
of his fellow generals.

“We estimated Pemberton’s whole 
force in Vicksburg at thirty thousand 
men,” Sherman wrote in his mem-
oirs. “And it was well known that 
the rebel General Joseph E. Johnston 
was engaged in collecting another 
strong force near the Big Black, with 
the intention to attack our rear, and 
thus to afford Pemberton an oppor-
tunity to escape with his men. Even 
then the ability of General John-
ston was recognized, and General 
Grant told me that he was about the 
only general on that side whom he 
feared.”

At fi rst, the Union forces were 
consistently repelled by the Con-
federate regiments in every attempt 
they made to defeat the Confederate 
army under Gen. Pemberton’s orders 
in Vicksburg and Gen. Johnston in 
Jackson who had overall command 
of the rebel troops in central Missis-
sippi

In January 1863, Grant set up 
temporary headquarters at Milliken’s 
Bend on the Louisiana side of the 

Mississippi about 10 miles north of 
Vicksburg. He began recruiting sev-
eral thousand black soldiers as part 
of the African Descent troops, later 
to be re-named the United States 
Colored Troops. In April, he assigned 
three of the black regiments to guard 
his rear as he moved out, going south 
along the west bank of the river 
until reaching the place called Hard 
Times, across the river from Grand 
Gulf near Port Gibson. 

With the assistance of Admiral 
Porter’s gunboats, Grant was able to 
transport his men across the Mis-
sissippi at Bruinsburg Landing, the 
largest amphibious landing up to that 
point in U. S. history. The defeat and 
occupation of Mississippi was about 
to begin.

Grant and his commanders had 
about 24,000 troops as they set out 
on their circuitous route south of 
Vicksburg – their military objective 
– to win the battle of Port Gibson, 
then east to defeat the Confederates 
at Raymond, then north to Jackson, 
where Johnston had stayed the night 
before Grant arrived with his troops 
to crush the opposition. 

BATTLE OF JACKSON
The Battle of Jackson, fought on 

May 14, 1863, was part of the Vicks-
burg Campaign. Grant found a kind 
of impish delight in knowing that he 

had just run the South’s best general 
out of one of their strongest enclaves.

“I rode immediately to the State 
House, where I was soon followed 
by Sherman,” Grant wrote. “About 
the same time (Gen. James) McPher-
son discovered that the enemy was 
leaving his front, and advanced 
(Brig. Gen. Marcellus) Crocker, 
who was so close upon the enemy 
that they could not move their guns 
or destroy them. He captured seven 
guns and, moving on, hoisted the 
National fl ag over the rebel capital of 
Mississippi.

“I slept that night in the room 
Johnston was said to have occupied 
the night before,” Grant wrote in his 
memoirs.

After Grant found it necessary to 
use all his troops west of Jackson to 
subdue an obstinate foe at Vicksburg 
and the surrounding areas, John-
ston moved his Confederates back 
into Jackson and again prepared for 
battle. But once the mission at Vicks-
burg was accomplished, the Union 
forces were sure to return to Jackson, 
this time under the fi erce command 
of Sherman.

Once the art of siege warfare had 
proven effective at Vicksburg, Sher-
man and the offi cers under his com-
mand staged the Siege of Jackson of 
July 10-16, the move that brought the 
capital city under permanent Union 

command.
The Confederate fl ag was again 

removed and the American fl ag 
replaced it on the fl ag pole of the 
Capitol.

VICKSBURG SURRENDERS
The Confederate fl ag came down 

in Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. It was 
replaced by the Stars and Stripes 
of the Union. Forty-seven days of 
hunger and bombardments had taken 
their toll on both the civilian and mil-
itary populations. Gen. U. S. Grant 
eventually earned the nickname of 
“Unconditional Surrender” Grant 
because of his refusal to allow a de-
feated enemy to dictate the terms of 
the surrender.  Although Confederate 
General Pemberton was denied most 
of the terms he sought in his letter of 
surrender to Grant, he had made the 
choice to surrender on July 4.

Grant includes Pemberton’s reason 
for choosing the Fourth in his mem-
oirs.

“I believed that upon that day I 
should obtain better terms,” Pem-
berton revealed after the war. “Well 
aware of the vanity of our foe, I 
knew they would attach vast im-
portance to the entrance on the 4th 
of July into the stronghold of the 
great river, and that, to gratify their 
national vanity, they would yield 
then what could not be extorted from 

them at any other time.” 
Grant, however, was not impressed 

with Pemberton’s demands and 
shipped the rebel forces out of Vicks-
burg. The city became the center of 
federal war plans and the Confeder-
ate battle fl ag was removed from 
there and other sites throughout Mis-
sissippi for the duration of the war.

Because of Grant’s impressive 
victory in the Vicksburg Campaign, 
Lincoln promoted him to General of 
the Army of the Potomac, in effect 
naming him the top general of the 
American forces.  Grant went on to 
win the decisive victory at Appomat-
tox in April 1865 that brought an end 
to the war.

After the war ended, the laws of 
secession were repealed and the 
Magnolia fl ag was discarded. Mis-
sissippi had no fl ag for the next 29 
years. 

Once the white men of Mississippi 
regained control of the state govern-
ment after 1875, they served up a 
new constitution in 1890, infamous 
for the Jim Crow laws and racial 
abuse that lasted through most of the 
20th Century. In 1894, the fl ag with 
the Confederate symbol was adopted, 
though never offi cially, as the fl ag 
of the state of Mississippi. That fl ag 
was decommissioned Tuesday, June 
30, with the signature of Governor 
Tate Reeves.
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