
As I sat in the Microsoft holding room surrounded by computers and keyboards, my heart 
pounded and my palms began to sweat. For the most part I sat quietly as RIOT MUSE gently 
applied my makeup. Sometimes I hummed the melody of the songs I anticipated singing to 
keep my voice warm. I smiled an easy smile at Valerie Madison, the Community Develop-
ment Specialist at the Houston Galleria, when she entered the room. But the truth was, I was 
excited, yet very nervous to conduct the first ever Interactive Songwriting Workshop and Live 
Concert in Microsoft. Over 150 guests RSVP’d a week prior to the event. Yet I still wondered 
what the turnout would actually be and hoped that those in attendance would have a positive 
and revelatory experience that they would remember forever. 

The opportunity was presented to me just a few weeks before the event. Jarren Small, 
Co-Founder of nonprofit organization, Legends Do Live, approached me about a conversa-
tion that he’d had with Valerie Madison. Valerie wanted to organize a creative Black History 

Month event at Microsoft that utilized Microsoft OneNote on the Surface Pro and since she’d 
worked with Jarren in the past with their Reading With A Rapper literacy program, she knew 
he would be just the one to call. Jarren proposed Microsoft partner with a singer-songwriter, 
rather than a rapper and the rest was history. Well, not necessarily. Microsoft was impressed 
with my music but they still weren’t completely sold on why their first-ever Black History 
Month creative venture should be with LENORA, rather than the hundreds, maybe thousands 
of other talented singer-songwriters in Houston. Jarren quickly quipped, “Not only is she a 
singer-songwriter, but she is also the Business Manager and Entertainment Editor of one of 
the most historic Black publications in the country… The Forward Times, which her family 
also founded and owns.” From there, I visited the Microsoft store to get acquainted with the 
Surface Pro and began working on my presentation.

After we confirmed the date at Microsoft, my manager, Joshua Dada asked if it would be 
possible for my band and I to set up and treat the attendees to a Live Concert after the work-
shop, NPR Tiny Desk-style. Although it had never been done, we got the “okay.”

Fast-forward to Wednesday, February 19th, just minutes before I was to greet the attend-
ees and conduct the workshop. Once my makeup was done and it was time for RIOT MUSE 
to style me, we quickly shuffled into the restroom in Microsoft to use the mirror. The only 
problem was that there are only two restrooms in the store, both of which are in plain sight of 
the attendees and the goal was for me to remain hidden until the time of the workshop. With 
the help of three people, we made it to the restroom undetected and I caught a glimpse of the 
crowd. The store was jam-packed with attendees. Some that I knew and most that I didn’t 
know. I got a rush of excitement and quickly got dressed, as RIOT MUSE layered belt after 
belt to create a comfortable yet iconic look.

When it was time to come out, I could hear the attendees screaming so loudly you would 
think that the Microsoft store was a stadium. I walked out and began the workshop, which 
actually ended up being a songwriting masterclass.

I had 30 minutes to conduct the workshop and I couldn’t have asked for a better group and 
outcome. There was a room full of eager attendees; some standing, some sitting on wooden 
stools, and some sitting comfortably on pillows that we provided on the floor. I started with 
an Introduction of myself and my work as both a songwriter and journalist and joked with the 
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It’s Election Time in the Greater Houston area 

again and boy have things gotten interesting.

All across the Greater Houston area, countless 

registered voters have been bombarded with 

political ads, endorsements, campaign literature, 

TV commercials, radio spots, EBlasts, Robocalls 

and all other forms of political messaging that 

seek to persuade potential voters to vote for the 

myriad of candidates running for office or seeking 

re-election for their respective office.

Of course, these forms of political messaging 

are standard when it comes to Election Season, 

but what we also tend to see rear its ugly head 

during Election Season are the nasty and negative 

campaign ads, along with the backbiting, stealing 

and defacing of campaign signs and other 

underhanded and unethical shenanigans that make 

politics a blood sport.

It is negative political activity like what has 

This past week, Frost Bank, a subsidiary 

of Cullen/Frost Bankers, Inc., held a ground-

breaking ceremony for its n
ewest Frost Fi-

nancial Center in Houston’s historic Third 

Ward. 
The site of the new Frost Financial Cen-

ter is lo
cated at 3432 Scott St., directly on 

the corner of Scott and Holman St. The Frost 

Financial Center is expected to open in 2020.

Several members of the Frost Bank ex-

ecutive team joined elected officials, com-

munity leaders and other dignitaries to 

take part in the grand event, such as Frost 

Bank Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

Phillip D. Green, Houston Mayor Sylves-

ter Turner, Houston City Council Member 

Dwight Boykins (District D), Emancipation 

Economic Development Executive Director 

Cary P. Yates, and many more.

The Texas Southern University “Ocean 

of Soul” Marching Band provided entertain-

ment and some tasty goodies were provided 

to attendees from the locally-owned, Not 

Jus’ Donuts Bakery.

Last year, Frost Bank announced its 

plans to nearly double the number of fi-

nancial centers it h
as in the Houston region 

through 2020 and the company stated at the 

time that it expects their expansion will lead 

to the creation of more than 200 new jobs 

at Frost Bank in the Houston region, with 

25 new financial centers being opened over 

that timeframe and will bring additional eco-

nomic development in the Houston region 

from design, construction and renovation ac-

tivities. The other new financial centers will 

be in communities throughout the Greater 

Houston region, from Conroe in the north 

and League City in the south to Katy in the 

west and Baytown in the east, and will in-

clude several infill areas in between. 

Frost Bank already has 32 financial cen-

ters and around 600 employees in Houston, 

and based on the size and growing economy 

of the Houston region, Frost Bank sees am-

ple opportunities for expansion in the mar-

ket. 
“While many other banks are reduc-

ing their presence, Frost is growing,” said 

Green. “Our value proposition, which prom-

ises a square deal – excellence at a fair price 

– and our award-winning customer service 

will definitely resonate with the fast-growing 

Houston region.” 

In addition to the expansion, including 

the exciting new site in Third Ward, Frost 

Bank has a significant sponsorship with the 

Houston Rockets. Fans attending games at 

the Toyota Center should notice significantly 

expanded Frost signage in the arena. Frost 

Bank and the Rockets are also in the process 

For a nation built on truth, abolitionist, fre
edom fighter, 

ex-slave Harriet Tubman should have the acclaim of a Paul 

Revere, or Patrick Henry whose courageous lines “Give me 

Liberty or Give me Death” guided the American Revolu-

tion.
Tubman, whose battle cry was to ‘’live free or die” 

and revolt, guided another revolution. It was to end slavery 

which changed the color, content and character of America 

today.
Finally, through the newly released epic movie Har-

riet, this revolutionary warrior, born into slavery in 1822 in 

Dorchester County, Md., has emerged from the back alley 

of history to take her rightful place as a larger than life ac-

tion figure, a true American hero. Unlike the heroes spun 

from Marvel comic strips or the Terminator franchise, Har-

riet Tubman is not, fake, fantasy or make believe although 

her expansive accomplishments are more real than can be 

imagined.
Don’t think you are going to see the serene, sedate el-

derly Harriet of our textbooks. This is the Harriet of her 

youth, jaunting up rocky cliffs, jumping off bridges and even 

shooting a White slave owner with her pistol.

Through the skillful talent of British-born actress, 

Cynthia Erivo, the film - to be released Nov. 1 - features 

Tubman not only as yesterday’s heroine, but as a model of 

courage for today. Risking certain death if captured, often 

with a pistol in her waistband, she escaped from bondage on 

Maryland’s Eastern shore and returned often in disguise to 

rescue more than 70 family and fellow slaves. She became 
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I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which 

is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1 (KJV)
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[HER]STORY Continued from Lifestyle

audience as I scribbled my name and key points on the Surface Pro with awful handwriting. 
I addressed three key points in songwriting: Subject Matter, Lyrics and Melody; then broke 
down the creative process for my single “Relax.” Then, the best part of the workshop was an 
impromptu collaborative writing session, in which I began an up-tempo song idea on the spot 

and had the attendees con-
tribute lyrics and melodies 
to finish out the verse. By the 
end of the workshop, we fin-
ished a funky feel-good song 
called, “I Do What I Want.”

There was a ten-minute 
intermission before the Live 
Concert portion. I hurried to 
the holding room once again 
to sip some tea and warm up 
my voice. When I emerged 
from the back of the store, I 
could hear the band kicking 
off a funky groove. I grabbed 

the mic and began singing some ad-libs and then motioned for them to stop playing. I ex-
plained that we would play the song that we wrote with the audience on the other side of the 

wall. I sang a bass line to Jesse Gomez to start it off and he slipped right into the groove. I 
sang a guitar lick for Halston Luna to enter and he executed it, undoubtedly making the tune 
even funkier. Talented keyboardist John MBK and drummer, Hollywood DMac contributed 
to the groove and we improvised and performed “I Do What I Want” for the proud attendees 
and collaborators. 

Since everyone in attendance was in an experimental mood, we premiered “Crush On 
You,” a song from my debut album which will be released soon and is produced by super-pro-
ducer Polyester The Saint. We, then, performed my disco-infused anthem “Take A Chance” to 
remind everyone to walk into their purpose and rid themselves of self-doubt. And we closed 
with my single, “Relax” with a surprise feature performance from legendary Houston, Tex-
as rapper and icon, Slim Thug, affectionately known as “Thugga.” Thugga began rapping 
his verse offstage and as attendees heard his booming voice, excitement filled the room and 
phones soared into the air.

In partnership with Microsoft and Legends Do Live, I made HERSTORY on February 19, 
2020 as the first artist to ever conduct an Interactive Songwriting Workshop and Live Concert 
inside of the Microsoft store. As an unsigned artist and writer, it is my hope that this will be 
observed in Microsoft stores every Black History Month nationwide to highlight local talent 
and to creatively inspire our communities. I will forever cherish this memory and opportunity. 

SINCERELY, LENORA

LENORA poses with band members; 
(L-R) John MBK, Halston Luna, LENORA, 

Hollywood DMac and Jesse Gomez 
(Photo By Roddie Cooper)

LENORA 
(Photo By Roddie Cooper)

Attendees focus 
during the Interactive 

Songwriting Workshop 
(Photo By Rashid Tillis of 

Right Time Solutions)
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